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RVAS President, Dan Chrisman opened the April 

meeting with a thank you to Vice President Clem 

Elechi for running the previous month’s meeting.  

Dan reminded members that any members inter-

ested in serving as an officer should contact Nomi-

nating Committee members Rand Bowden or Mark 

Hodges.(More info on the elections on Page 18) 

Dan opened the floor to observing reports from 

members with John Goss, Ray Bradley and       

Michael Martin each reporting. John had recently 

viewed the galaxies M94 and M104, Ray had done 

some solar observing at the Northeast Astronomi-

cal Forum (NEAF) Conference and Michael report-

ed observing the cloud belts of Jupiter while trav-

eling with his telescope on the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Frank Baratta then came forward to present Dan 

and Rand Bowden with certificates from the As-

tronomical League, recognizing them for their 

achievements in completing the Messier Observing 

Program. Each thanked the other for spurring him 

on. 

(Meeting Continued  on page 2) 

RVAS April Meeting Report  
Perspective on Deep Sky Objects 

 

By Michael Martin 

RVAS President Dan Chrisman calls for observing and 
other reports and shares announcements with the group. 

 
Photo by Carolyn Baratta 

Having observed the 110 Messier Objects, Rand Bowden 
accepts AL Messier Observing Program certificate 
#2761 from RVAS' first Messier recipient, Frank Bar-
atta (1990, Messier #950).  Current members include 
John Goss (#1643), Michael Good (#1816). Paul Caffrey 
(#1924), Clark Thomas (#2087) and John Wenskovitch 
(#2751).  

Photo by Dan Chrisman (#2760). 



 

 

The Roanoke Valley Astronomical Society is a membership organization of amateur astronomers dedicated to the pursuit of observational 

and photographic astronomical activities. Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third Monday of each month. See calendar on last page 

of newsletter for location. Meetings are open to the public. Observing sessions are held one or two weekends a month at a dark-sky site. 

Yearly dues are: Individual, $20.00; Senior Individual, $18.00; Family, $25.00; Senior Family, $22.00; Student, $10.00. Articles, quotes, 

etc. published in the newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the RVAS or its editor.  
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Sierra Bradley gave a presentation on her trip to 

NEAF to receive the 2017 Astronomical League 

Youth Service Award she was presented at that 

conference. At this event, she was interviewed dur-

ing a live talk show and gave a speech where she 

detailed her outreach efforts to try and engage 

young people with a curiosity in astronomy. While at 

NEAF, she and her family were able to visit parts 

of New York and traveled to Hersheyland. 

Ray Bradley gave an overview of upcoming out-

reach activities. Future opportunities include Earth  

Day/Astronomy Day on April 22 at Elmwood Park 

(Rand Bowden leading) and the Science Museum of 

Western VA’s Math Day on May 17 (Dan Chrisman 

leading). John Goss also spoke of the Night Sky 

Network, providing kits as well for astronomy out-

reach. 

 

Frank Baratta discussed some ideas and imaging 

needs concerning a potential local event during the 

time of the August 21st Solar Eclipse. He then pre-

sented his monthly “What’s Up” where he highlight-

ed targets in the May sky with special attention 

given to Europa and Io doing a double transit of 

Jupiter on May 11 at 9:59pm.  For additional de-

tails, see the What’s Up summary page in this issue, 

and the What’s Up PowerPoint on the RVAS website 

under “Tips and Topics.”  

 

The featured speaker for our April meeting was  

Clark Thomas.  His “2D is 3D” talk offered some 

fresh perspectives on deep sky observing.  

 

We think we see everything in 3D, because we have 

two eyes.  However, our natural 3D vision only goes 

out a few feet, because our eyes are only three 

inches apart.  Beyond that, and certainly for all as-

tronomical objects, our vision is 2D.  The real world 

is 3D.   

 

How then can we optimize what we observe? 

Clark presented some thirty slides and took us 

from the history of geocentrism (Aristotle and 

Ptolemy) vs. heliocentrism (Copernicus and Galileo) 

to the modern era of distance measurement, from 

Cepheid variables to spectral doppler shifts. 

 

 

(Meeting Continued from page 1) 

(Meeting Continued on page 3) 

Sierra Bradley shares her experiences at NEAF, and 
receiving the 2017 Astronomical League Horkheimer/
Smith Youth Service Award . 

 
Photo by Carolyn Baratta 
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Much of his talk was devoted to helping club mem-

bers envision 3D when they are only visually seeing 

in 2D.  Clark showed how something as familiar as 

looking at the Roanoke Valley from the Mill Moun-

tain Star overlook is really 2D, but our direct ex-

perience helps us understand it in 3D. 

 

Clark displayed multiple Earth/Moon images, where 

there are great perspective differences.  Several 

slides also illustrated the significance of galaxy 

surface brightness and luminosity in understanding 

distance.  Near the end of his talk he suggested 

that we consider an eye patch to aid in relaxing the 

eyes when observing, a technique used by famous 

comet hunter David Levy. 

 

Clark concluded his program to a round of applause 

from the audience.  Dan thanked Clark for his 

presentation and adjourned the meeting a little 

after 9:10. The club will meet again on May 15, 

(Meeting Continued from page 2) 

Clark Thomas presents the evening’s feature program, 
ably assisted by Past President Frank Baratta. 

 
Photo by Dan Chrisman 
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“RVAS_Wiki: Seven STEMurai was an April 4, 2017 

epic astronomical outreach.  Coordinated by Ray 

Bradley, this production spanned from 4:30 pm to 

8:00 pm during the West Salem Elementary School 

STEM-themed PTA meeting.   This drama follows 

the story of dedicated parents and teachers that 

feed chicken-salad croissants and Macadamia nut 

cookies to RVAS’ seven STEMurai as they combat 

scientific illiteracy and reinforce the student’s re-

cent classroom lessons. “ 

Here are some of the reviews of Seven STEMurai: 

Dan: “When I arrived, already on site were Sierra 

Bradley, Rand Bowden, Flo and Bill Chittenden and 

Flo’s sister-in-law Joan Rymer.  Exercising the 

homestead principle, Rand had already setup his 

telescope in a parking space immediately in front to 

the gymnasium door.   

Verifying our three reserved tables in the gym, I 

returned to unpack my car as Ray Bradley arrived.  

Students and parents began flowing in at 5:30 pm. 

Club members staffed the telescopes until 8:05 

pm. It was a wonderful fourth year for this event 

with over five hundred students and parents and 

forty-seven groups joining RVAS in their mission.”  

 

Sierra: 

"There were a lot more kids at this STEM night 

than our previous event at Mountain View Elemen-

tary School, which is great to see. We had wonder-

ful young helpers come by to assist everyone get-

ting ready. Then the show was on the road! Kids 

gravitated toward the scales as they always do.  

After they had their fun on the scales, I steered 

them toward the planet sorting game. I noticed 

that there were fewer kids who knew the order of 

the planets. Up next was our new game, Kepler's 

Three Laws of Planetary Motion. The kids seemed 

to have had a blast with that one. With a little help 

from their parents, they were able to draw an el-

lipse. They especially had a fun time drawing plan-

ets and stars. All in all, I think it was a good night!" 

 

 

(STEM Continued on page 6) 

Member Activities 

 

Seven STEMurai at West Salem Elementary 
 

 

By Sierra and Ray Bradley, Rand Bowden, Flo and Bill Chittenden, Joan Rymer and Dan Chrisman 

Flo Chittenden and Rand Bowden are prepared for the 
outreach.  

Photo by Dan Chrisman 
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Ray: 

 “I developed a new activity for March 14th Math 

Day at the Science Museum. With the threat of a 

snow storm postponing the event, the West Salem 

Elementary School STEM night prove to be the 

best opportunity to try my new outreach idea – the 

Kepler Board.  The activity demonstrates Johannes 

Kepler’s Three Laws of Planetary Motion.   

Given the younger audience, I decided only to 

demonstrate the first law – that planets orbit in 

ellipses.  The other two laws require progressively 

more math skills and would have to wait for an old-

er crowd.   

While the students drew circles and ellipses on the 

boards, I explained how ancient astronomers 

thought planets orbited Earth in a perfect circle 

but that Kepler used science to determine this 

theory was wrong and that their orbits were ellip-

ses around the sun.  We then used crayons to draw 

the sun at one of the focus points and planets and 

comets on the traced paths of the ellipses.   

A few stars and spacecraft filled the remaining 

space for a finishing touch.  I can’t say how inter-

ested the students were in Kepler’s three 

laws.  But I do know that they enjoyed the hands-

on activity used to make an ellipse.  So, I think it is 

safe to say that our outreach program now has an-

other way to make science fun.” 

 

Flo: 

“This event was our first opportunity to volunteer 

for an RVAS STEM outreach and found that we 

enjoyed the “hands on” approach. We enjoyed 

watching the children’s faces light up as they 

played games, stomped on planetary scales and 

looked through telescopes. One young man ex-

claimed “I’m going to try the other two Kepler’s 

(STEM Continued from page 5) 

(STEM Continued on page 7) 

A student sorts by orbital location the Planetary Cards 
under the watchful eye of Sierra Bradley, 2017 Astro-
nomical League Horkheimer/Smith Youth Service Award 
winner.  

Photo by Dan Chrisman 

As Flo Chittenden looks on, Ray Bradley identifies the 
location of the Sun within the Earth's elliptical orbit.   

Photo by Dan Chrisman 
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Laws!” as he ran off with a copy of Ray’s instruc-

tions.  

There were plenty of NASA stickers to give away 

as a memento of their experience with RVAS. 

Overall, it was a fun, friendly event that helped 

promote amateur astronomy.” 

Meanwhile, outside in the parking lot… 

Rand: 

“Bill and I set up my telescope and a 4.5” Orion 

Starblast reflecting library telescope. Our first 

participants were impressed that we could actually 

see the moon in daylight. They assumed that one 

would have to observe the moon at night.  

Some of our younger customers were skeptical that 

what they saw in the sky and what they saw in the 

telescope were the same thing.  Frequently, many 

of our participants would say I don't see anything. 

At first, I was looking in the eyepiece myself to 

see what the problem might be. The problem would 

often be that a cloud had covered the moon. Subse-

quently, I would look at the sky first to see if the 

moon was visible.  

In order to keep them occupied while waiting for 

the moon to emerge from behind the clouds, I of-

fered them solar glasses for observing the sun. 

This proved to be very popular with many of the 

people attending.  

Many of our adult participants were astounded by 

how quickly the moon moved out of our field of view 

and were very interested in our explanation of this 

phenomenon.   

I heard many “oohs” and “aahs” as children climbed 

up on the jury-rigged walker that Dan had provided 

(STEM Continued from page 6) 

(STEM Continued on page 8) 

Dan Chrisman demonstrates the unique shape of a re-
flecting telescope mirror.   

Photo by Flo Chittenden 

Bill Chittenden, stationed with the telescopes outside 
the gym, discusses the moon with a young student as 
they wait for some thin clouds to pass by the moon.   

Photo by Flo Chittenden 

Joan Rymer guides a family through the weight scales 
station.  

Photo by Dan Chrisman 
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so the little guys and gals could get up to the level 

of the eyepiece. But the best comment was when a 

parent looked into the eyepiece and shouted, "Holy 

Macaroni!!"  Many of the parents declared that 

they had never seen the moon through a telescope 

and were astounded that they could see so much 

detail.” 

Bill: 

“I talked to one student about how big and round 

the moon was and how close it looked.  Really, we 

were killing time, waiting for the clouds to move off 

so she could look at the moon through the tele-

scope.  She was excited to see the moon surface 

and craters.  Indeed, all the kids that were old 

enough to peer at the moon marveled at the sur-

face craters.  With no control over the clouds, they 

only interfered with a few of the kids to see the 

moon's surface. It was a good afternoon.” 

Joan Rymer: 

“It was Fun to be able to partake at the last mo-

ment. 

”Akira Kurosawa’s “Seven Samurai” (1954), a Japa-

nese epic historical adventure film, inspired many  

movies:  “The Magnificent Seven” (1960) set in the 

Old West, “Battle Beyond the Stars” (1980) set in 

outer space, “A Bug's Life” (1998) set on Ant Is-

land and “Justice League” (Nov. 2017) set in the 

DC Extended Universe. We hope that Seven 

STEMurai inspires other RVAS members to join 

the fun at future outreach events. 

[Our apologies to Akira Kurosawa.] 

(STEM Continued from page 7) 
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Meade Starfinder 8” Dobsonian Telescope (circa 1995) 

and 25 mm Eyepiece 

For Sale: $100 

Contact: Bert Herald, bert.herald@gmail.com, 434-806-6325 

This telescope is fully functional, only some aesthetic wear and tear (peeling 

trim on base). I upgraded my setup and need to make room for the new gear. 

I’m selling it included with the low-powered 25 mm eyepiece, also in full work-

ing order. The mirrors and eyepiece haven’t been cleaned but everything has 

been kept well covered over the years. I was just using it this past fall. 

This could be a great starter scope or backup scope and would be great for 

kids and star parties. There is no “Go-To” technology, or any technology, with 

this scope. Its simplicity means less can go wrong! It is a grab-and-go work-

horse. 

 

 

 Telescope weight: 25 lbs 

Base weight: 18 lbs 

Tube length: 4 ft. 

Eyepiece diameter: 1-1/4” 
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  This summer, July 23-29, we are hosting our fourth annual Maine Astronomy Retreat at 
Medomak Retreat Center in Washington, Maine. The Center  has some of the darkest skies in 

the Northeast, with a limiting visual magnitude of 6.3 (SQM value: 21.3 MPSAS).   
 

For six nights you will be able to revel under our expansive dark skies - we will have telescopes 
on hand and encourage you to bring yours, too. During the day, in addition to engaging lectures 
and programs by our expert facilitators, you can enjoy the use of our facilities, including a water-

front with canoes, kayaks and sailboats, tennis and basketball courts. 
  

The retreat is led by J. Kelly Beatty, Sky & Telescope's senior editor, and Bruce Berger, direc-
tor of Amateur Telescope Makers of Boston Research and Imaging Observatory;  Our special 

guests will be Rick Binzel, Professor of Planetary Sciences at M.I.T. and co-investigator on the 
New Horizons mission, Babak Tafreshi, founder of The World at Night and nightscape 

photographer for the National Geographic image collection. 
  

There’s no need to bring a tent, sleep in a sleeping bag, or eat uninspired food. Medomak has 
comfortable, private cabins with real beds, hot showers, and electricity, as well as delicious, lo-

cally-sourced meals prepared on the premises. And it's all included in your tuition.  
  

 Visit our website at, http://www.astronomyretreat.com, for more details, and to register. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to give us a call at 1-866-MEDOMAK. 

  

July 23-29,  2017 

http://www.astronomyretreat.com/


 

 

  RVAS 25 Years Ago 

The May 1992 Newsletter highlighted the 20th an-

nual Astronomy Day and the local events taking 

place co-sponsored by RVAS and the Science Muse-

um. Activities were scheduled for both Friday 

evening May 8th and National Astronomy Day, Sat-

urday May 9th at Tanglewood Mall. On Friday night 

the Society planned to conduct a sidewalk astrono-

my session focused on the Moon, Jupiter and its 

satellites. Saturday’s scheduled events included 

the Science Museum’s Starlab portable planetari-

um, videos on astronomy topics, member’s scopes on 

display, and with the cooperation of Mother Na-

ture, a telescope with a solar filter providing views 

of sunspots and other solar phenomena. 

A significant change to the RVAS monthly meeting 

will feature a change of venue to the Roanoke Val-

ley Governor’s School with Society vice-president 

Fred Hoffman presenting a program on “Satellite 

Imaging with Computers. 

The Newsletter also included a report on the 

March 28th observing session at Virginia Tech’s 

Martin Observatory, hosted by about a dozen Tech 

Astronomy Club members. Everyone enjoyed the 

tour of the facility and its equipment, observing 

through scopes set up by both club’s members, and 

of course, the lasagna provided by Tech club mem-

bers. 

 

 

    

 

    RVAS 10 Years Ago 

In May of 2007, there was an “interesting” report 

in the Newsletter of an astrophotographer having 

captured a photo of Saturn transiting the Sun. The 

obviously touched-up photo may have been the first 

evidence of ‘fake news”. 

On a more serious note the Newsletter reported on 

the April meeting which focused on “photos, snacks 

and constellations”. John Goss gave an interesting 

and informative presentation on deep-sky objects 

M81 and M82 and how to locate them in the sky. An 

April astro-photo contest was won by Mark Hodges 

for his photo of Orion and the Flame nebula. 

Upcoming events for members to consider included 

the Green Bank Starquest in Green Bank, WV on 

July 4-7, and the Mason Dixon Star Party in Wells-

ville, PA on July 11-15.     

RVAS from the Past 

 

 

By Bill Dillon 

  Mark Hodges’ prize winning astro photo 

 

RVAS member makes 
astounding discovery 
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Are You Receiving Your Newsletters 

and Other Club Emails? 
  
To save having to download newsletters from our website, these and other items of interest are emailed 

to members.  If you have not been receiving these items by email, please let us know by calling the RVAS 

Message Line at 540-774-5651.  Please also check whether your spam blocker is intercepting our emails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L-to-R: Ruth & Dave Thaler, Carolyn Chrisman, Rick Rader and against-the-railing Mark Hodges supported the April 12 
Science Museum of Western Virginia-sponsored STEM Tavern at Soaring Ridge Craft Brewers to hear former RVAS 
member Fred Hoffman discuss “Perspectives of Energy”.  

 

Photo by Dan Chrisman 

STEM at Soaring Ridge Craft Brewers 
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Calhoun Stargaze 2017  

 Friday, May 19, 2017 - Sunday, May 21, 2017 at Calhoun County Park, Grantsville, WV 

(Click on the above photo to visit the Calhoun Stargaze web page) 

Excerpts from a March 2017 email correspondence with Tim Ezzell, Ph.D., Research Scientist, Political Science Depart-

ment, University of Tennessee: 

“The event is organized and conducted by several organizations, including the University of Tennessee, Fairmont State 

University, WVU, and the local Park Board. The event organizers also include an astronomy advisory board, which includes 

representatives from several regional astronomy clubs, including groups from Pittsburgh, Cleveland/Akron, and Charles-

ton, WV. The event is supported by the Appalachian Regional Commission and the WV Development Office. It began as a 

local economic development project to develop a dark sky destination attraction in Calhoun County. It has since evolved 

into a larger effort to protect Appalachia's night sky resources while promoting economic growth in distressed rural 

counties. 

… We've been working with this community for a few years now and I can attest that it is a lovely site and the skies are 

quite stunning. The food is also really good. If you want additional information, please let me know and I would be happy 

to answer your questions. If you have some specific astronomy-related questions I can also get you in touch with some of 

our astronomer friends…. I also hope to see you or some of your group in Grantsville in May. I'd love to talk with 

you about your club and ways we can get SW Virginia involved in our efforts.” 
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Dan: For weeks, Rand Bowden led club members in 

Astronomy Day preparations.  On Saturday, April 

22, RVAS descended upon Elmwood Park along with 

the other humans:   Blue Ridge Marathon runners 

(over 2,400 registered per race organizer Julie 

Boas) and enthusiasts for the Ballast Point Down by 

Downtown Music Festival and 28th annual Earth Day 

Roanoke Festival.  

I was unable to attend. I offered to edit an article 

and asked club members to share their memorable 

moments. None provided eye witness accounts of 

tornadic clouds and sharks falling from the sky.   

However, threatening weather pervades the follow-

ing reports of our dedicated volunteers. 

Rand Bowden:  When we arrived at about 8:00 am, 

we noticed hundreds of what were apparently an-

droids walking around.  They were assorted sizes, 

shapes and sexes, but they were all labelled with 

numbers, so they could be easily identified.  Then 

someone burst my bubble by telling me that all 

those “androids” were actually runners who were 

participating in a marathon. 

Arriving early, we found our access blocked by a 

huge city garbage truck. At 8:00 am, they moved it 

and we were able to unload all the gear needed for 

the booth.  The club’s newly-purchased 10’ X 10’ 

canopy was a welcome addition, especially each time 

it rained!  Our set-up consisted of banners, post-

ers, hand-outs, scales and 6 display scopes including 

a LiTel scope and a solar scope.  Early on, traffic 

was light. 

 

Ray Bradley: Given time, humans can change the 

climate, but Mother Nature still controls the daily 

weather.  And she chose Earth Day to remind us of 

that fact.   

Frank Baratta, Rand Bowden, John Goss, and I 

set up the RVAS booth in the southeastern corner 

of Elmwood Park before the rain began.  A band 

started playing in the amphitheater as our canopies 

went up.  Frank, prepared as always, offered ear-

plugs to anyone not appreciating the loud music.   

Adorned with a variety of telescopes, posters, and 

handouts our booth was ready just as the rain    

(Day Continued on page 16) 

John Goss and Rand Bowden setup the RVAS exhibit in 
Elmwood Park.  

Photo by Frank Baratta. 

Member Activities 

 

Earth Day Rains on Astronomy Day 
 

 

 

by Frank Baratta, Rand Bowden, Ray Bradley, Dan Chrisman, John Goss, Bert Herald, Larry Hill, Mike 

Hutkin and Hank Simpson 

Edited by Dave Thomas 
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began.  Throughout the morning, the pace of visi-

tors seemed to be inversely proportional to the 

rain: more rain - less visitors, less rain – more visi-

tors.   

Alternating between the club’s Burgess 80mm Mak-

sutov and his 10” Dobsonian, Rand took advantage 

of the occasional break in the rain to show kids the 

one star visible in the Roanoke skyline – the Mill 

Mountain Star.   

Rand: The rain stopped and some of the early races 

ended so we started having android – oops runners 

stopping in.  I was really pleased with the number 

of children and young people who stopped by and 

learned something about astronomy.  The LiTel 

scope was very popular and many of our visitors as-

serted that they were going to ask about them at 

the library.   

At some point, I started asking visitors “Would you 

like to see a star?”.  Ray had aimed the Maksutov 

spotting scope at the Mill Mountain Star, so when 

they looked in the eyepiece they were expecting to 

see a star, they would laugh and say, “you got me 

with that one!” 

 

Ray: John handed out solar glasses while explaining 

the upcoming eclipse.  Sierra Bradley taught kids 

the solar system with our trusty Planetary Board 

Game.  Clark Thomas educated patrons on our 

amazing universe.  Frank introduced people to 

RVAS while I demonstrated to folks the epitome of 

“amateur” in amateur astronomy.   

Alas, Mother Nature decided enough was enough 

and sent a flash of lightning on the horizon that led 

the Earth Day organizers to evacuate the event for 

safety.  The ensuing rain shower motivated a much 

faster teardown than our initial setup 5 hours ear-

lier.  Packing out went all the faster thanks to the 

many RVAS volunteers who braved the rain to help. 

 

Mike Hutkin: In the time I was present, people I 

spoke with were most surprised to know that you 

could check a telescope out of the local li-

brary.  Fortunately, that was something I was fa-

miliar with and could offer my experience [ed: see 

April 2017 newsletter].  And Ray seemed to have a 

real knack for explaining the planets to children 

and they loved it.  

 

Hank Simpson:  I arrived around noon, and it 

seemed rather slow a first.  But then things picked 

up quite a bit, and I noticed a few times where  

several RVAS members were speaking with differ-

ent visitors at one time. 

(Day Continued from page 15) 

(Day Continued on page 17) 

A half dozen telescopes and dozens of handouts await 
the first arrivals to the Astronomy/Earth Day event.  

Photo by Frank Baratta. 

RVAS Astronomy Day Director Rand Bowden places the 
final stack of handouts in the full-length view of the 
RVAS presence at Astronomy/Earth Day at the corner 
of Elm Avenue and Williamson Road.  

Photo by Frank Baratta. 
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I'm guessing I personally encountered 15+ visitors 

(including kids) over the span of less than 1-1/2 

hours.  We had enthusiastic visitors (especially 

families/kids).  Folks were eager to take sky maps 

and most interested in the telescope check out 

available at the libraries. But by 1:30 pm or so, we 

were in serious pack up mode because of the 

weather and we were out of there around 2:00 pm.  

 

Bert Herald: I came at the 1 PM-2 PM slot and un-

fortunately, that's just when everything had to be 

torn down due to the weather. I mainly assisted 

with the tear down of the setup and hauling equip-

ment to peoples' cars! But I was there to help for 

that at least.  

 

Frank Baratta:  As far as the count of people that 

stopped at our exhibit, it's hard to say.  The over-

all numbers of exhibits and Earth Day visitors were 

certainly down because of the weather.  I'd say 

maybe about 50 stopped, but that could be well off 

the mark.  We had about thirty people sign the pe-

tition for the United States Congress to maintain 

full funding for the sciences.   

We were never able to use the solar scope, but a 

number of people stopped to check out the Mill 

Mountain Star in the spotting scope or Rand's Dob. 

It had been a kindness on the part of the weather 

that it was only barely drizzling when I left home 

for Elmwood Park at about 7:45 a.m.  Even more 

thankfully, it didn't begin raining in earnest until 

after the canopies were up and all our equipment 

and materials were under cover.   

The rain continued from a bit after 9 am until may-

be 10:15 am. We were pretty much rain free there-

after until we  began to tear down.  There were a 

few stretches before or around lunchtime when 

breaks in the clouds appeared and the sun started 

to peek through, but, alas, they closed and the sky 

remained overcast throughout. 

Nonetheless, it was fun engaging the public that 

stopped by.  I especially enjoyed the reactions of 

people to the "Your Weight On . . ." scales and the 

kids that Ray engaged with the Planetary Board 

Game.   

(Day Continued from page 16) 

(Day Continued on page 18) 

The ever-popular " Show My Weight On..." scales 
attract colorful participants, prepared for the chil-
ly and damp weather.   

Photo by Frank Baratta 

Ray Bradley provides handouts to those seeking protec-
tion during the rain.  

Photo by Frank Baratta. 
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Use Our Message Line! 
  

Want to check whether anyone is getting out on a scheduled observing session night or share that you’re 

planning to do so?  Have questions about the club or need its assistance?  Call the RVAS Message Line,  

540-774-5651, and leave a message or listen for any information available. 
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Shortly before 1:30 pm an Earth Day worker 

passed by, announcing that the Blue Ridge Mara-

thon had been ended early due to the approach of 

thunderstorms and prompting us to begin tearing 

down.  This time the rain didn't favor us and show-

ers began well before we could get our gear stowed 

in our cars.  Everyone took it in stride, and with 

good humor, and we cleared out by about 2:00 pm. 

 

Larry Hill: I was scheduled to be there from 1 pm 

to 3 pm. I noted that unfortunately, the rain began 

significantly about 1:20 pm.  I was in my car by 1:55 

pm. 

 

Rand:  The rain started again, just as we started 

packing everything into our cars.  We ended up with 

a bunch of “drowned rats”, soaked to the skin be-

fore all the gear was loaded. Fortunately, the tem-

perature was mild so we weren’t wet and cold.   

Our volunteers showed up as scheduled and carried 

on the good work, familiarizing the visitors with our 

club.  I want to say thanks and express my appreci-

ation to all the club members who helped and espe-

cially those who stayed and helped load up in the 

rain.  

 

Dan:, RVAS made a strong showing at Earth Day, 

bending but not breaking to Mother Nature.  They 

may not have faced “a twister with teeth”, but our 

volunteers were deluged by an event-curtailing 

downpour as they loaded their gear.  I sincerely 

appreciate their efforts, both in event preparation 

and execution.  

Noting that only two-thirds of the registered 

groups showed up for Earth Day, RVAS was there.  

And one never knows how many children and par-

ents take away valuable lessons about our universe, 

our planet and themselves. 

(Day Continued from page 17) 

Upcoming RVAS Elections 

 

This is the time of year when we again look ahead to the future leadership of our Society.  Terms of the 

current officers end on June 30th.  A Nominating Committee has been formed to solicit and identify possi-

ble candidates to run for officer positions.  Any member of the Society may run for one of the five offic-

es: President; Vice-President; Secretary; Treasurer; and Executive Committee Member-at-Large.  If you 

would like to take your membership to a greater level of engagement in the operation of the Society, con-

sider running for a leadership position. 

Contact the Nominating Committee by email to NominatingCommittee@rvasclub.org.  Let us know which 

position or positions interest you.  Your interest is encouraged and appreciated. 

mailto:NominatingCommittee@rvasclub.org


 

 

Monthly Calendar 
 

MONTHLY MEETING: May 15th, 7:30 p.m., Classroom A, 3rd floor, Center on Church, Downtown  

Roanoke.  RVAS Vice President Clem Elechi, well known for his deep-sky imaging, offers our main program for 

the evening, entitled "Keep Looking Up," a non-astrophotography presentation.  Meanwhile, our newest mem-

ber, Bert Herald, will share some cautionary tales regarding his recent experiences in amateur astronomy.  

We’ll also have our regular What’s Up and Deep Sky Object of the Month short programs, along with member 

observing and outreach reports and announcements.  Make plans to attend! 

 

RVAS WEEKEND OBSERVING OPPORTUNITIES: RVAS members observe from various sites.  Cahas Knob 

Overlook, at milepost 139 on the Blue Ridge Parkway, is the traditional location most frequented.  For updates 

on members’ observing plans, log onto the RVAS Yahoo Group (RVAS members only) and/or call the RVAS 

Message Line, 540-774-5651, about an hour before sunset on the indicated dates. 

 

-- Friday and Saturday, May 19th and 20th.  Sunset is at 8:26 p.m.  Astronomical twilight ends at 10:12 p.m. 

The Moon sets at 1:37 and 2:39 p.m., respectively.  

 

-- Friday and Saturday, May 26th and 27th.  Sunset is at 8:31 p.m.  Astronomical twilight ends at 10:20 p.m. 

The Moon sets at 9:33 and 10:38 p.m., respectively. 

 

-- Future Observing Opportunities: June 16th and 17th; June 23rd and 24th. 

 

ROANOKE CITY PARKS and RECREATION PUBLIC STARGAZE: Saturday, May 20th, 9:15 p.m., Cahas 

Knob Overlook, milepost 139, Blue Ridge Parkway.  Nonmembers must register with Parks & Rec. at 540-853-

2236.  Members can call 540-774-5651 for information.  (Next session: June 17th, 9:30 p.m., Cahas Knob 

Overlook, milepost 139, Blue Ridge Parkway.) 

Astro-Quiz 
 

The 18th Century French astronomer Jerome Lalande was a contemporary and sometimes benefactor of 

another French astronomer well known for comet discoveries.  Lalande proposed immortalizing the com-

et hunter in a distinctive way.  Who was the comet hunter and what did Lalande propose? 

 

Answer to Last Month’s Quiz:  Last month we asked if being at the edge of our currently visible universe 

we would see 13.5 billion light years farther than we currently see. According to the Kavli Institute at Stan-

ford University, we would. However, we would see some parts now seen and some parts not currently seen. 

Our observable universe is bounded by a “light cone” within which we can observe everything to a distance of 

d=c*t, where c is the speed of light and t is the age of the universe. From the edge of our currently observa-

ble universe we’d see our current position but also other parts that are too distant to be seen from our cur-

rent position. To visualize this, draw two circles of the same radius with the center of one at the radius of 

the other. While everything inside a circle is seen by the observer at each center, and the circles have a 

large overlap, there are significant regions visible to one but not the other.  Have an answer to this month’s 

quiz (or a future question and answer to suggest)? E-mail it to astroquiz@rvasclub.org  
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