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President John Goss opened the virtual pre-
meeting chat session at 7:00 pm and members and 
guests quickly began joining the March meeting of 
RVAS. John, along with Treasurer and Membership 
Chairperson Frank Baratta, took the opportunity, 
as people signed in, to welcome all, especially those 
members we haven’t seen recently.  

It was a somewhat quiet group at the start as peo-
ple settled in but then the juices got flowing and 
we were off and running. Beyond just poking some 
fun at each other, there was discussion tonight 
about arranging meetings and the things that can 
go wrong; the challenge and method of observing 
the earth’s shadow; different ways people watched 
the Perseverance landing; Zodiacal light; Zoom pros 
and cons; the availability of online lectures and dis-
cussions availability; and Roger Pommerenke’s pur-
chase of a solar-powered MOVA constellation globe 

for displaying the constellations. Quite a variety of 
discussion points.  

At 7:30 pm  President Goss called the official 
meeting to order and began with some general com-
ments, starting with a welcome to everyone. For 
this evening’s meeting, there were 41 members and 
1 guest, John Vest, who was introduced by Frank 
Baratta.  

 As we are accustomed, President Goss introduced 
the club officers and others playing key roles in 
RVAS operations, including Dave Thomas 
(Newsletter Editor and Webmaster) and Rand 
Bowden (Astronomy Day coordinator).  This provid-
ed the opportunity to reiterate the need for mem-
bers to step up and take leadership roles in our or-
ganization to sustain the operations for the  
continued enjoyment of all.   
 

(Meeting Continued on page 2) 

RVAS March Meeting Report 

 

The Potential of iTelescope 
 

By Mike Hutkin, RVAS Secretary 

Page 1 of Zoom attendees – Zoom photo 

Page 2 of Zoom attendees – Zoom photo 



 

 

The Roanoke Valley Astronomical Society is a membership organization of amateur astronomers dedicated to the pursuit of observational 
and photographic astronomical activities. Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third Monday of each month. See calendar on last page 
of newsletter for location. Meetings are open to the public. Observing sessions are held one or two weekends a month at a dark-sky site. 
Yearly dues are: Individual, $20.00; Senior Individual, $18.00; Family, $25.00; Senior Family, $22.00; Student, $10.00. Articles, quotes, 
etc. published in the newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the RVAS or its editor.  
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Included in the introductions, Frank Baratta made 
mention of the benefit of a Zoom format in allowing 
members that are not local to Roanoke to partici-
pate. This included Nancy Vogelaar in Blacksburg, 
Dave Thomas in Lynchburg, Rick Parker in Danville, 
Vince St. Angelo in Forest, and Bert Herald in 
Lexington.  Frank pointed out that RVAS is actually 
a regional astronomy club.  

Another feature of our meetings is the challenging 
questions that are offered to the attendees to 
test their knowledge. In this case, President Goss 
chose two interesting questions and offered some 
discussion with each. This feature allows all of us 
to learn a bit more about our hobby.  

John then brought the members up to date on 
three pending issues. First was the club BYLAWS 
change which has been discussed at length during 
past meetings. He noted that the vote to accept 
the proposed change was concluded on March 5 and 
was unanimously endorsed by the members casting 
votes. The proposed change to the BYLAWS and 
work to file for the 501(c)(7) tax-exempt status 
will move forward.   

The second item was the club’s Google group.  This 
Google-based feature replaced the Yahoo group 
that was discontinued on December 15, 2020.  
While the new group is up and running and an email 
invite went to the membership, several people were 
having difficulties in joining and/or making the con-
nection.  Names of those needing a follow-up invite 
were noted and anyone else interested in joining 
the group should contact John at Presi-
dent@rvasclub.org for assistance, as we work 
through the initial setup difficulties.  

The third item of business was club elections which 
will be conducted at the June RVAS meeting with 
new officers taking their seats on July 1.  A nomi-
nating committee is being formed to canvass mem-

(Meeting Continued from page 1) 
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Astronomy poll questions and answers – Zoom photo 

Astronomy poll question 2 detail – Zoom photo 
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bers to see who might be interested in stepping 
forward to take on a leadership role.  With Todd 
Atkins at his term limits as Vice-President, we’ll 
need to fill his position.  And Ray Bradley is looking 
to step down from the office of Executive Commit-
tee Member at Large, but stay on as our Outreach 
Coordinator. John noted that being an expert is not 
a requirement. All that is needed is an interest in 
keeping our club operating and supporting the 
needs of the RVAS community. There is plenty of 
experienced help to guide you, so please reach out. 

At this time, President Goss called for Observing 
reports. He began by noting that Saturday, March 
6 was the annual Triad Starfest (TriStar) held vir-
tually at Guilford Technical Community College in 
Greensboro, NC, and asked if any members had at-
tended. Past President Dan Chrisman volunteered 
that he had attended two presentations of the vir-
tual, all-day, and free event and proceeded to offer 
a summary. 

The first was by Dr. James D. Lowenthal, Mary 
Elizabeth Moses Professor of Astronomy at Smith 
College in Northampton, Mass. Dan related that Dr. 
Lowenthal’s presentation focused on the topic of 
satellite mega-constellations, their locations in the 
night sky, and the various national and international 
organizations working to define standards and their 

efforts to decrease reflectivity. Dan noted that 
Dr. Lowenthal was a very interesting speaker with 
many of his lectures available on YouTube.  

The second presentation Dan attended was by As-
sistant Professor Katie Mack, a theoretical cosmol-
ogist at North Carolina State Univerity.  Her topic 
was “The End of Everything” during which she pre-
sented four or five major theoretical scenarios on 
how the universe might end. (Ed: Let’s hope that 
holds off for a while).   

Dan noted that he found an extensive set of her 
presentations on YouTube as well as a plethora of 
her published books at astrokatie.com. In closing, 
Dan noted that either would be a wonderful RVAS 
speaker for future programs.  

Following Dan, Bert Herald, after a long absence 
from observing, related his recent astrophotog-
raphy efforts. Some favorable skies got Bert back 
to his telescope and camera and he produced some 
very successful images. This included NGC 4631 
(the Whale Galaxy in the constellation Canes Venat-
ici), M65 galaxy  (in the constellation Leo), the Cone 
Nebula (in the constellation Monoceros), and NGC 
2403 (in the constellation Camelopardalis). Bert 
noted that he combined images of NGC2403 he had 
taken over one year ago with those he took in these 
recent sessions and converted the data into a sin-
gle image. Bert posts his pictures to his Flicker site 

(Meeting Continued from page 2) 

(Meeting Continued on page 4) 

Dan Chrisman reports on the March 6 Tristar event  –
Zoom photo 

Images shared by Bert Herald  –Zoom photo 
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as well as on the club Facebook page, so check 
these out.  To give us a glimpse of his work he 
shared several images with us. 

Also having an observation report was Carson Ray. 
Recognizing that “school comes first”, Carson 
missed out on a recent string of clear nights while 
hunkered down with homework.  But then on March 
11, clear skies were predicted, and he looked for-
ward to a night of observing. 

For “homework”, he searched for the closest, dark 
sky site near Roanoke, that had at least a Bortle 
scale rating of 3 (rural sky class). This meant it 
would be a good place to see such things as the zo-
diacal light, the Milky Way, and various galaxies and 
nebulae. He searched the Blue Ridge Parkway over-
look maps, compared them to the dark sky map, and 
found his optimum location at the Smart View rec-
reation area at Milepost 154.5.  Boasting a large 
parking area, a Bortle rating of 3, and a wide  sky 
panorama, he and dad Joel headed out to find a 
great location but cloudy skies. Being patient paid 
off, however, and the skies cleared, allowing them 
to have some great views of the Orion, Cone, and 
Crab Nebulae.  Carson also made mention of the 
Crab neutron star, central to the nebula.   

This prompted Rick Parker to relate his experience 
as a student at the University of Maryland working 
with the discoverer of that pulsar and the simplis-
tic methods that were used in its discovery.  

Frank Baratta was then called upon for our 
“What’s Up” sky review for April 2021, highlighting 
the near and deep-sky. For a summary of Frank’s 
program, see this issue’s “What’s Up Highlights,” 
and the entire PowerPoint by clicking here. 

A couple of times tonight the term Zodiacal Light 
was mentioned and Member at Large Ray Bradley 

was called on to provide some explanation about 
what they are and recent research on how they may 
arise.  Ray explained that they appear as a faint 
glow extending up from the horizon caused by sun-
light reflected toward the earth by dust orbiting 
the sun. This dust was originally assumed to be 
coming from various comets and asteroids. Ray then 
showed a video that pointed to the origin possibly 
coming from a different source. Looking at data 
from the Juno mission to Jupiter, sensitive magne-
tometers detected Juno’s passage through a dust 
field. The Juno team was able to calculate the par-
ticle trajectories and map the dust particles hit-
ting Juno’s magnetometers. With this data they 
worked backwards to the source, determining it to 
be dust storms emanating from Mars.  

It was now time for our feature presentation by Ed 
Dixon and his topic - remote imaging. Many of us 
have seen Ed’s work and were puzzled because his 
images came from such exotic places as Spain and 
Australia. How did he do that?  Ed explained that 
his interest in astronomy always had a strong pho-
tography component, but he was often stymied by 
bad weather and having to haul around all of his 
equipment to observing sites.  He began looking for 
other options and found iTelescope on the internet 
at www.itelescope.net.  

With this online website, Ed now had access to 4 
observatories around the world: 

o Mayhill New Mexico 

o Siding Spring Australia, NSW 

o Sierra Remote – Auberry CA 

o Astrocamp – Nerpio Spain 

 

(Meeting Continued from page 3) 

(Meeting  Continued on page 5) 

Carson Ray accompanied by Dad, Joel Ray  gives his ob-
serving report – Zoom photo 

Frank Baratta begins his “What’s Up” presentation – 
Zoom photo 
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Ed proceeded to show some of the pictures of the 
facilities including the Siding Spring operation and 
the number and variety of telescopes available to 
amateur astronomers for their observation.  

He explained some of the features that are of-
fered such as:  

· Weather conditions are provided so you know if 
the skies are clear.  

· Focus and imaging are automatic once you se-
lect your target.  

· Time on a telescope is rented by the minute. 

· They host private group sessions. 

 

As a regular user of the service, Ed explained that 
he pays a $40/month fee which gives him access to 
any telescope that is not in use or reserved by  

another user for a scheduled time slot. He then 
showed an image he had produced of the Horse-
head Nebula that he estimated had cost $22 for 
the remote imaging session. 

 Ed then logged on to the website and demonstrat-
ed the interfaces to the system of telescopes.  
While this is a great way to collect images, the pro-
cessing part still requires the astrophotographer to 
process the data into a single image.   

This is certainly a different way to do astrophotog-
raphy.  Ed notes that he is very happy using this 
method and that this is gaining many participants.  
He often posts images to the RVAS Facebook page 
and encouraged all to take a look.  His next effort?  
Ed plans to modify his home astronomy set up so 
that he can have his telescope equipment set up in 
the yard while he does his observations from the 
comfort of his home or car when it is either too 
hot or too cold outside. Good luck, Ed.  

Following a period for Q & A, President Goss 
thanked Ed for a very interesting view of this ap-
proach to astrophotography.  

Vice President Todd Atkins was then called upon 
to tells us about the April and May programs.  We 
have two speakers planned but are still addressing 
which does April and which does May.  The two are 
Anne Roemer, a Roanoke College graduate who is in 
charge of astronaut recruitment at NASA, and 
Chuck Allen, Vice President of the Astronomical 
League, who will speak on the topic of Cosmic Hori-
zons. Don’t miss these programs.  

President Goss then thanked all that participated 
tonight.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 PM.  

(Meeting Continued from page 4) 

Siding Spring facility partial overview – Zoom photo 
Horsehead Nebula image produced by Ed Dixon – Zoom 
photo 

Siding Spring internal overview – Zoom photo  



 

 

What’s Up Highlights 
April 1 to 30, 2021 

 

A summary of the What’s Up? program presented at the March 15th Zoom meeting. 
The complete PowerPoint is available for viewing by clicking here. 

 

This Month: 
 

It’s April!  And all the trees, bushes and flowers that 
were budding last month are rushing ahead to paint 
the landscape.  On the celestial landscape, April  
is “View Vesta” month.  Brightest of all the main 
belt asteroids and second in size only to dwarf 

planet Ceres, Vesta is visible throughout the 
month.  Technically designated “(4) Vesta” to 
indicate that it was the 4th discovered—on 
March 29, 1807, by Heinrich Olbers—it can 
reach magnitude 5.1.  That’s within dark-site, 
naked-eye visibility, though it won’t be that 
bright during April.  It well placed for viewing, 
west of the stars δ (Zosma) and θ (Chertan), in 
Leo’s hindquarters.  Follow the link above to the 
complete PowerPoint, which contains a finder chart 
on the Celestial Events page among the animations. 

 
 
Celestial Events: 

 
• Thu., 1st – From now to month’s end view asteroid 4 Vesta’s progress amid the stars of Leo.  

Brightest asteroid.  Mag. 6.3 on the 1st to 7.0 on the 30th.  
• Mon., 5th – Today, tomorrow and Wednesday the waning crescent Moon joins Jupiter and Saturn 

low in the ESE before morning twilight sets in. 
• Wed., 14th – Moon at apogee; distance 249,136 miles (avg. 238,900 miles).   
• Thu., 15th – Equation of Time is 0.  Solar and clock time agree. 
• Sat., 17th – Waxing crescent Moon 40' (arcmin) west of M35 open cluster. 
• Wed./Thu., 21st/22nd – Lyrid meteors peak.  ZHR 18/hr.  Waxing gibbous Moon makes pre-dawn 

viewing after moonset (4:15 a.m.) on the 22nd best.  
• Mon., 26th – Mars 34' (arcmin) north of M35 open cluster. 

• Tue., 27th – Moon at perigee; distance 221,970 miles (10.9% closer than on 14th). 

 
 
 
Sunset and Twilight: 

 
 
 

Moon Phases: 
  

Sunset Range: 7:43 p.m. (Apr. 1st) to 8:09.m. (Apr. 30th) 
  
  

Sun., 4th – Last Quarter 
  

Sun., 11th – New Moon 
  

Tue., 20th – First Quarter 
  

 Mon., 27th – Full Moon 

Twilight Ends: 9:12 p.m. (Apr. 1st) to 9:47.m. (Apr. 30th) 
  
Weekend Observing Opportunities: 

Apr. 2nd/3rd 
Apr. 9th/10th 

Apr. 30th/May 1st 

Thu. Apr. 15th, 9:00 p.m. 
(30 min. before fully dark) 
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RVAS from the Past 
 

By Bill Dillon 

RVAS NL— April 2021— Pg 7 of 14 

RVAS 25 Years Ago 

(In April 1996 Comet Hyakutake continued to thrill 
astronomers and the average observer as it began 
its exit from the solar system, not to return for 
70,000+ years) 

With 1996 VAAS hosted by the Back Bay Astrono-
mers just around the corner on April 13th, and the 
24th National Astronomy Day scheduled for April 
29th, oh yes and Comet Hale-Bopp still slowly pro-
gressing sunward, RVAS members had a plateful 
when the April 1996 Newsletter was published, but 
there was no doubt that Comet Hyakutake, first 
discovered in January, was still the hot topic 
around the Club. 

As stated in the Newsletter, “Away from city 
lights, Hyakutake became a bright and easy naked-
eye object sporting a tail which spanned over fifty 
degrees of sky.” Every member of RVAS was eager 
to observe, and maybe capture a photo of what was 
being  described as the best observable comet of 
the century. 

This writer, who at the time was living under the 
sky-glow of New York City, not 25 miles away, re-
members driving another 25 miles further west on 
a Saturday night, with the wife and four children in 
tow, to get a naked-eye view of this amazing visitor 
from the depths of space. It was a sight I will al-
ways remember. Even my kids were impressed. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

RVAS 10 Years Ago 

(On April 7, 2001 Mars Odyssey was launched, with 
insertion into Mars orbit six months and seventeen 
days later, on October 24th. Its mission to use its 
spectrometers and a thermal imager to detect past 
or present water and ice.) 

An intriguing article penned by Jack Gross opened 
our Newsletter with a focus on the “Dark Side” of 
our observable night sky. 

Following closely was a one-page presentation by 
Dave Thomas with a picture of Dave with his “Radio 
Jove” radio telescope, and a chart of a “M class 
solar flare and coronal mass ejection” captured by 
his radio telescope. 

Highlighting the kind of astronomy outreach of 
which our club is capable, was an article by Roger 
Pommerenke on an address given by member John 
Goss to the Roanoke Athenian Society on March 
17th. John’s lecture on, “Letting the Moon Be Your 
Guide to the Stars and Planets” was very well re-
ceived by more than 25 members of this society 
which promotes the arts and sciences. 

Another great newsletter included additional arti-
cles by Neal Sumerlin on color enhancing of astro-
photos; visiting the Tri-Star Conference in March 
by John Goss and Michael Good; and a written and 
pictorial tour of the Burgess Optical 91mm CaF2 
Planet Hunter telescope Michael Good bought after 
meeting its designer at Tri-Star. 

  

  



 

 

NASA Night Sky Notes  April 2021 

This article is distributed by NASA Night Sky Network  

The Night Sky Network program supports astronomy clubs across the USA dedicated to astronomy outreach. 

Visit nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov to find local clubs, events, and more! 
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Watch the Lion: Celestial Wonders in Leo 

David Prosper 

Leo is a prominent sight for stargazers in April. Its famous sickle, punctuated by the bright star Regulus, draws many a begin-

ning stargazer’s eyes, inviting deeper looks into some of Leo’s celestial delights, including a great double star and a famous 

galactic trio.    

Leo’s distinctive forward sickle, or “reverse question mark,” is easy to spot as it climbs the skies in the southeast after sunset. If 

you are having a difficult time spotting the sickle, look for bright Sirius and Procyon - featured in last month’s article – and 

complete a triangle by drawing two lines to the east, joining at the bright star Regulus, the “period” in the reverse question 

mark. Trailing them is a trio of bright stars forming an isosceles triangle, the brightest star in that formation named Denebola. 

Connecting these two patterns together forms the constellation of Leo the Lion, with the forward-facing sickle being the lion’s 

head and mane, and the rear triangle its hindquarters. Can you see this mighty feline? It might help to imagine Leo proudly 

sitting up and staring straight ahead, like a celestial Sphinx. 

If you peer deeper into Leo with a small telescope or binoculars, you’ll find a notable double star! Look in the sickle of Leo for 

its second-brightest star, Algieba - also called Gamma Leonis. This star splits into two bright yellow stars with even a small 

magnification - you can make this “split” with binoculars, but it's more apparent with a telescope. Compare the color and inten-

sity of these two stars - do you notice any differences? There are other multiple star systems in Leo – spend a few minutes scan-

ning with your instrument of choice, and see what you discover. 

One of the most famous sights in Leo is the “Leo Triplet”: three galaxies that appear to be close together. They are indeed grav-

itationally bound to one another, around 30 million light years away! You’ll need a telescope to spot them, and use an eyepiece 

with a wide field of view to see all three galaxies at once! Look below the star Chertan to find these galaxies. Compare and 

contrast the appearance of each galaxy – while they are all spiral galaxies, each one is tilted at different angles to our point of 

view! Do they all look like spiral galaxies to you? 

April is Citizen Science Month, and there are some fun Leo-related activities you can participate in! If you enjoy comparing the 
Triplets, the “Galaxy Zoo” project (galaxyzoo.org) could use your eyes to help classify different galaxies from sky survey data! 
Looking at Leo itself can even help measure light pollution: the Globe at Night project (globeatnight.org) uses Leo as their tar-
get constellation for sky quality observations from the Northern Hemisphere for their April campaign, running from April 3-12. 
Find and participate in many more NASA community science programs at science.nasa.gov/citizenscience. Happy observing! 

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/zookeeper/galaxy-zoo/
https://www.globeatnight.org/
https://science.nasa.gov/citizenscience


 

 

NASA Night Sky Notes  April 2021 

RVAS NL— April 2021— Pg 9 of 14 

 

The stars of Leo: note that you may see more or less stars, depending on your sky quality. The brightness of the Leo Triplet has 
been exaggerated for the purposes of the illustration - you can’t see them with your unaided eye. 

 

Your view of the three galaxies in the Leo Triplet won’t look as amazing as this image taken by the VLT Survey Telescope, un-
less you have a telescope with a mirror 8 feet or more in diameter! Still, even a small telescope will help your eyes pick up 
these three galaxies as “faint fuzzies”: objects that seem blurry against a background of pinpoint stars. Let your eyes relax and 
experiment with observing these galaxies by looking slightly away from them, instead of looking directly at them; this is called 
averted vision, a handy technique that can help you see details in fainter, more nebulous objects.  

Image Credit: ESO, INAF-VST, OmegaCAM; Acknowledgement: OmegaCen, Astro-WISE, Kapteyn I.  



 

 

Use Our Message Line! 
  

Want to check whether anyone is getting out on a scheduled observing session night or share that you ’re 
planning to do so?  Have questions about the club or need its assistance?  Call the RVAS Message Line,  

540-774-5651, and leave a message or listen for any information available. 

  

Member Astrophoto 
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Date: 2/8/21 Equipment: Canon SL2, Samyang 135mm, f/2.8, ISO 400, iOptron SkyGuider Pro 88 Separate 45 Second 
Light Frames, 100 Dark Frames, 60 Flats, 75 Bias Frames Processing: DeepSkyStacker, PixInsight 
 

Photo by Michael Martin 



 

 

Member Astrophoto 
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This is a photo entry for the newsletter to meet our president's asteroid challenge.  These pictures were taken on 2 
successive nights at the Belk Observatory, Claytor Nature Center, with a Sony A33 through a Borg 101ED apochromatic 
at ISO-800 for 30 seconds.  Post processing done with IrfanView and 3D Paint. 
 
 

Photo by Ray Bradley 

mailto:editor@rvasclub.org


 

 

RVAS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  
The RVAS Executive Committee met at 7:00 pm on March 22, 2021, via Zoom, and was attended by Frank 
Baratta,  Ray Bradley, Dan Chrisman, John Goss, Mike Hutkin, Michael Martin, and Dave Thomas. 

President Goss welcomed the attendees, thanked all for participating, and presented the meeting agenda. 
This included: 

BYLAWs amendment – With the proposed amendment to the BYLAWS approved by the membership, the 
next step is to assemble, complete, and file the documentation with the IRS to request that RVAS be a 501
(c)(7)  tax exempt operation.  This will proceed under the direction of Frank Baratta. 

Officer elections – A nominating committee was formed consisting of President John Goss, Treasurer 
Frank Baratta, and Vice President Todd Atkins. They will canvass the membership and prepare a slate of 
candidates for the year beginning July 1, 2021. Voting will take place at the June 21, 2021 club meeting. 

Dues – The EC Committee has been discussing our dues structure and simplifying the Early Bird discount by 
eliminating the cents resulting from the current 15% reduction.  The EC approved changing the Early Bird 
discount to a flat $3.00 reduction for membership renewals received by June 30, 2021, and June 30th of 
subsequent years.  This applies to all membership categories with the exception of students. To encourage 
student membership, the regular rate of $10.00 for full time students was reduced to $5.00, which will cov-
er their Astronomical League dues; however, renewals of student memberships will not be offered the Early 
Bird discount. 
 
Programs – the April program will be Anne Roemer, NASA astronaut selection manager. The May program 
will be Chuck Allen, VP of the Astronomical League. The EC discussed a number of possibilities for programs 
in June and beyond including topics for “Back to Basics”, pertinent videos, as well as speakers addressing 
specific subject matter. The goal is to provide interesting material for all levels of member interest and 
expertise. 
 
Observing Sessions – The EC discussed having group observing sessions in the coming months operating 
within the COVID guidelines set by Governor Northam.  The EC believes we can safely conduct such sessions 
and will proceed to schedule an event(s).   The EC will also begin evaluating our options for an in-person Sep-
tember / October picnic.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM 
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RVAS Member Anniversaries 

  
Congratulations to the following members who reach 
the indicated number of consecutive years with the 
RVAS since joining or re-joining during the month of 
April: 
  

Kevin and Emily Hamilton (1991) – 30 years 
Clem and Uche Elechi (2008) – 13 years 

Matthew and Lottie Schottmiller (2019) – 2 years 
Tom Cerul (2019) – 1 year 

  
A special acknowledgement to the Hamiltons for 
reaching 30 consecutive years with the club!!! 

Thanks to all for being RVAS members! 
  

Dues
nating the cents resulting from the current 15% reduction.
flat $3.00 reduction for membership renewals received by June 30, 2021, and June 30
applies to all membership categories with the exception of students. To encourage student membership, the reg-
ular r
however, renewals of student memberships will not be offered the Early Bird discount.



 

 

Member Astrophoto 

RVAS NL— April 2021— Pg 13 of 14 

This is a picture of Carson Ray with his Zhumell 10" Dobsonian reflector at the Smart View Rec-
reation Area parking lot on the Blue Ridge Parkway (Mile post 154.5). A nice reasonably dark sky 
(Bortle Scale 3) about 40 minutes from Roanoke. 
 
Carson was taking pictures with an iPhone and cell phone eyepiece mount to compliment his 9th 
grade English project – a  book  of  astronomy  research  based  poems. 



 

 

Monthly Calendar 
 
MONTHLY ZOOM MEETING: Monday, April 19th, 7:30 p.m.  Space . . . the final frontier.  We amateur 
astronomers project our senses and minds to its outer reaches where we cannot travel.  This evening has a 
different perspective, that of those who will take America’s next steps into this frontier.  At NASA, they’re 
called the Artemis Generation, and they’re in training now.  With us tonight is special guest, Anne Roemer, 
NASA’s Manager of Astronaut Selection.  Anne will share with us what it’s like to choose from among over 
12,000 applicants those who will return to the moon and reach outward to Mars.  What does NASA look for 
in a candidate who must take on the challenges, dangers and thrills of such a task?  Find out by joining us at 
the April meeting for Anne Roemer’s talk,  and also enjoy our other monthly activities!  Watch your emails as 
we near the meeting date for your Zoom invitation. 
 
WEEKEND OBSERVING OPPORTUNITIES: During the continuing COVID-19 health emergency, the follow-
ing information on Fridays and Saturdays that may be suitable for observing is provided solely as a courtesy 
to RVAS members and other readers. The RVAS assumes no responsibility for the health and safety of any-
one venturing out to stargaze, and cautions all doing so to observe social distancing and other health and 
safety precautions. 
 
-- Friday and Saturday, April 2nd and 3rd.  Sunset is at 7:44 p.m.  Astronomical twilight ends at 9:14 p.m. 
The Moon rises at 1:49 and 2:51 a.m., respectively. 
 
-- Friday and Saturday, April 9th and 10th.  Sunset is at 7:51 p.m.  Astronomical twilight ends at 9:22 p.m. 
The Moon sets at 5:39 and 6:37 p.m., respectively. 
 
-- Future Weekend Observing Opportunities: April 30th & May 1st; May 7th & 8th; May 28th & 29th. 
 
ROANOKE CITY PARKS and RECREATION PUBLIC STARGAZE: The next session is to be held on May 8th, 
6:45 p.m. at Cahas Knob Overlook, milepost 139 on the Blue Ridge Parkway, pending a decision nearer that 
date as to whether safe viewing can be provided.  For information/registration, contact the Department at 
540-853-2236.  Registration’s not required for RVAS members, but recommended in order to receive any 
cancellation notice. 

Astro-Quiz 
 
What body in our solar system has the largest liquid ocean? 
 
Answer to Last Month’s Quiz: Last month we asked who Percival Lowell’s rival was in predicting the location 
of Pluto. First to the finish line with the correct answer was Rick Rader, with Dan Chrisman hot on his heels. 
It was William H. Pickering, a man of some scientific accomplishments, among them his discovery in 1899 of 
the ninth moon of Saturn. Unfortunately he changed his initial Pluto predictions and made predictions for 
several other bodies that were not close to the actual location. After a while his contemporaries stopped 
paying much attention to his predictions! Subsequent calculations found that his initial and changed predic-
tions of Pluto’s location were just chance! Pluto does not affect any of the outer planets enough to be able to 
predict its location.   Have an answer to this month’s quiz (or a future question and answer to suggest)? E-
mail it to astroquiz@rvasclub.org!  
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