User Fee for Exempt Organization

. 8718

- - F
Determination Letter Request IRs | Control number
{Rev. March 2018) » Attach this form to determination letter application. Use | Amount paid

(Form 8718 is NOT a determination letter application.) Only | yser fee screener

Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service

» Go to www.irs.gov/Form8718 for the latest information.

Name of organization

Roanoke Valley Astronomical Society

Employer Identification Number

38-3879531

Caution: Do not attach Form 8718 to an application for a pehsion plan determination letter. Use Form 8717 instead.

1 Type of request

Fee

a [v] Application for recognition of exemption under section 501 or under section 521 from
organizations (other than pension, profit-sharing, and stock bonus plans described in
section 401). Enter the applicable fee amount

b [] Group exemption letters

> 3 600.00

> $

Section references are to the Internal Revenue
Code, unless otherwise noted.

Instructions

The law reguires payment of a user fee with
each application for a determination letter.
For more information, see Rev. Proc.
2018-5, 2018-1 |.R.B. 233, or latest annual
update, available on IRS.gov.

Check only one box on line 1 for the type
of application you are submitting. Then,
enter the appropriate user fee amount in
the space provided.

Caution: The application will not be
processed without payment of the proper
user fee.

Attach to Form 8718 a check or money
order payable to the “United States
Treasury” for the full amount of the user
fee. If you do not include the full amount,
your application will be returned. Attach
Form 8718 to your determination letter
application.

Generally, the user fee will be refunded
only if the Internal Revenue Service
declines to issue a determination.

Where To File

Send the determination letter application
and Form 8718 to:

Internal Revenue Service
P.O. Box 12192
Covington, KY 41012-0192

Who Should File

Organizations applying for federal income
tax exemption, other than filers of Form
1023, Application for Recognition of
Exemption Under Section 501(c)(3), or
Form 1023-EZ (filed only electronically),
should file Form 8718.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We
ask for the information on this form to carry
out the Internal Revenue laws of the United
States. If you want your organization to be
recognized as tax-exempt by the IRS, you
are required to give us this information. We
need it to determine whether the
organization meets the legal requirements
for tax-exempt status.

You are not required to provide the
information requested on a form that is
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act
unless the form displays a valid OMB
control number. Books or records relating
to a form or its instructions must be
retained as long as their contents may
become material in the administration of
any Internal Revenue law. The rules
governing the confidentiality of Form 8718
are covered in section 6104,

The time needed to complete and file
this form will vary depending on individual
circumstances. The estimated average time
is 5 minutes. If you have suggestions for
making this form simpler, we would be
happy to hear from you. You can send us
comments from /RS.gov/FormComments.
Or you can send your comments to the
Internal Revenue Service, Tax Forms and
Publications, 1111 Constitution Ave. NW,
IR-6526, Washington, DC 20224. Do not
send the form to this address. Instead, see
Where To File, above.

Cat. No. 647282

Form 8718 (Rev. 3-2018)



Form-l 02 4 Application for Recognition of Exemption OMB No. 1545-0057

{Rev. January 2018) Under Section 501(a) If exempt status is approved,
this application will be open
Department of the Treasury for public inspectian.

Internal Aevenue Service » Go to www.irs.gov/Form1024 for instructions and the latest information.

Read the instructions for each Part carefully. A User Fee must be attached to this application.
If the required information and appropriate documents are not submitted along with Form 8718 (with payment of the
appropriate user fee), the application may be returned to the organization.
Complete the Procedural Checklist that follows the form.

Part I. Identification of Applicant Must be completed by all applicants; also complete appropriate schedule.
Submit only the schedule that applies to your organization. Do not submit blank schedules.

Check the appropriate box below to indicate the section under which the organization is applying:
a [ ] Section 501(c)(2)—Title holding corporations (Schedule A)

b [ Reserved for future use

¢ [ Section 501(c)(5)— Labar, agricultural, or horticultural organizations {Schedule C)

d [ Section 501(c)(6)—Business leagues, chambers of commerce, etc. (Schedule C)

e Section 501(c)(7)— Social clubs (Schedule D)

f [ section 501(c)(8) — Fraternal beneficiary societies, etc., providing life, sick, accident, or other benefits to members (Schedule E)

g [ section 501(c){9)—Voluntary employees' beneficiary associations (Parts | through IV and Schedule F)

h [] Section 501(c)(10)— Domestic fraternal societies, orders, etc., not providing life, sick, accident, or other benefits (Schedule E)

i [ section 501(c)(12)—Bensvolent life insurance associations, mutual ditch or irrigation companies, mutual aor cooperative telephone

companies, or like organizations (Schedule G}

i [ Section 501(c)(13)—Cemeteries, crematoria, and like corporations (Schedule H)

k [ Section 501(c){15)—Mutual insurance companies or associations, other than life or marine (Schedule )

I [] Section 501{c){17)—Trusts providing for the payment of supplemental unemployment compensation benefits (Parts | through IV and Schedule J)

m [] Section 501ic)(19)—A post, organization, auxiliary unit, etc., of past or present members of the Armed Forces of the United States (Schedule K}

n [ Section 501(c)(25)— Title holding corporations or trusts (Schedule A)
1a Full name of organization (as shown in organizing document) 2 Employer identification number (EIN) (if

none, see Specific Instructions)
ROANOKE VALLEY ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY |3 8 3 8 7 9 5 3 1
1b c¢/o Name (if applicable) 3 Name and telephone number of person to be
contacted if additional information is needed

1¢ Address (number and street) Room/Suite

2607 OREGON AVE SW

1d City, town or post office, state, and ZIP + 4. If ybu have a foreign address, see Speciffc
Instructions for Part I

FRANK BARATTA

ROANOKE, VA 24015-4211 (SEE ATTACHED STATEMENT REGARDING ADDRESS) (540 ) 774-5651
1e Web site address 4 Month the annual accounting period ends |5 Date incorporated or formed
WWW.RVASCLUB.ORG JUNE MAY 31, 1988

6 Did the organization previously apply for recognition of exemption under this Code section or under any other section of the Code? [|Yes [¥INo

If “Yes,” attach an explanation.

7 Has the organization filed Federal income tax returns or exempt organization information returns? . . . . . . . . [lves [vINo
If “Yes,” state the form numbers, years filed, and Internal Revenue office where filed.

8 Cheok the box for the type of organization. ATTACH A CONFORMED COPY OF THE CORRESPONDING ORGANIZING DOCUMENTS TO
THE APPLICATION BEFORE MAILING.

a [ | Corporation— Attach a copy of the Articles of Incorparation (including amendments and restatements) showing approval by the
appropriate state official; also attach a copy of the bylaws.
b [ Trust— Attach a copy of the Trust Indenture or Agreement, including all appropriate signatures and dates.

c Association—  Attach a copy of the Articles of Association, Constitution, or other creating document, with a declaration (see instructions)
or other evidence that the organization was formed by adoption of the document by more than one person. Also include a
copy of the bylaws.

If this is a corporation or an unincorparated association that has not yet adopted bylaws, check here . . . . . . . . » L]

| declare under the penalties of perjury that | am authorized to sign this application on behalf of the above erganization, and that | have examined this
application, including the accompanying schedules and attachments, and to the best of my knowledge it is true, correct, and complete.

e \’Q,:L;Aab Cor Bd/wﬂl,, .......... FRANK E. BARATTA, TREASURER _ 232/

HERE (Signature) {Type or print name and title or authority of signer) (Date)

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Catalog No. 12343K Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018)



Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018) Page 2

Part Il. Activities and Operational Information (Must be completed by all applicants)

1 Provide a detailed narrative description of all the activities of the organization— past, present, and planned. Do not merely refer to or repeat the
language in the organizational document. List each activity separately in the order of importance based on the relative time and other resources
devoted to the activity. Indicate the percentage of time for each activity. Each description should include, as a minimumn, the following: (a)a
detailed description of the activity including its purpose and how each activity furthers your exempt purpose; {b) when the activity was or will be
initiated; and (c) where and by whom the activity will be conducted.

As stated in its Constitution (see attached document and declaration), the RVAS’ purposes are advancing the understanding and appreciation
of astronomy and related sciences among its members and the public at large. Since its inception in the 1980s the RVAS has conducted
activities a. to d. that follow. Activity e. was initiated in the 1980s.

a. Monthly RVAS Meetings: Members of our organization meet monthly at Center on Church, in downtown Roanoke, VA. Meetings provide
time for members to share information about their astronomical activities, new equipment they have obtained, trips taken that included
astronomical activities, astrophotography endeavors and similar items of common interest. Meetings also feature an evening program
presented by either a guest speaker or a society member. Invited guests of members and the general public are welcomed to attend RVAS
meetings at no cost. Monthly meetings further the RVAS' exempt purposes by offering members the opportunity to congregate, learn and
enjoy their hobby. Organizing and conducting the monthly meetings consumes approximately 50% of the society’s time.

b. Observing Activities: As an amateur astronomy social club, members meet regularly to make astronomical observations whenever the
weather permits, and at times and locations that afford the best local viewing opportunities. These observation sessions are an important
way to share knowledge and experience about astronomy among members and are often the source for observing reports given by members
at our monthly meetings and articles in the society’s newsletter. Observing activities further the RVAS' exempt purposes by offering
members opportunities for recreation and relaxation. Observing sessions vary widely throughout the year but consume approximately 20%
of the society's time.

c. Newsletter: The society produces and distributes a free monthly newsletter via email to members. RVAS members author and submit
articles, astronomical photographs and other material to the Newsletter Editor, who formats and compiles each monthly issue for a proof-
reading review by the contributors and Executive Committee members before publication. Each issue serves to inform members about
current events of the society and astronomy in general as well as to provide a platform for members to share their astronomical observations,
knowledge, and experience. The RVAS Newsletter furthers its exempt purposes by reinforcing social interaction among members and
providing added learning opportunities. The production of the monthly newsletter consumes approximately 10% of the society’s time.

d. Public Outreach Activities: Some members of the organization perform public outreach activities to educate people about astronomy.
These events include STEM nights at public schools, library programs, events at the local science museumn, and other public events
conducted throughout the year. At most of these events, members engage young participants with hands-on learning activities while
providing information about amateur astronomy to their adult guardians. RVAS Outreach furthers its exempt purposes by providing
enjoyment to members from broadening public awareness of the Society and astronomy. Outreach activities vary from year to year but on
average consume approximately 10% of the society’s time.

e. Web Page and Other Social Media: The RVAS maintains a website and other sacial media sites to provide information toa members and the
public on upcoming meetings and activities, the current and past newsletters, past meeting programs, information on how to join and other
content. These media further the RVAS' exempt purposes by facilitating member interaction and attracting new members. The website and
other social media are managed by members from their homes and consume about 10% of the society’s time.

2 List the organization's present and future sources of financialmsupport, beginning with the largest source first.

a. Member dues
b. Donations
c. Interest on savings

The largest portion of member dues are received during the annual membership renewal cycle occurring mostly during the months of May
and June. In Part lll-Financial Data, any appearance of a substantial decrease in dues received during current year is attributable to this
application being submitted prior to the annual membership renewal cycle. The RVAS does not anticipate any substantial increase or
decrease in dues in relation to its total support.

Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018)



Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018) Page 3

Part Il. Activities and Operational Information (continued)

3 Give the following information about the organization’s governing body:

a Names, addresses, and titles of officers, directors, trustees, etc. b Annual compensation
1. President: John Goss , 932 Lee Lane, Fincastle, VA 24090 | NONE OF THE OFFICERS
2. Vice President: Todd Atkins, 1514 7th Street, Roanoke, VA 24016 [ ARE COMPENSATED

3. Secretary: Mike Hutkin, 5466 Village Drive, Roanoke, VA 24018
4. Treasurer: Frank Baratta, 2607 Oregon Avenue, Roanoke, VA 24015

5. Executive Committee Member At Large: Ray Bradley, 6504 Jubal Early Highway, Hardy, VA 24101

4 Ifthe_ér_ganizétion is the outgrowth or continuation of any form of ﬁredecessor, state the name of each predecessor, the period during which it
was in existence, and the reasons for its termination. Submit copies of all papers by which any transter of assets was effected.

NA

5 If the applicant organizatio-ﬁ is now, or plans to be, connected in any way with any other organ-iiation, describe the other organization and explain
the relationship (for example, financial support on a continuing basis; shared facilities or employees; same officers, directors, or trustees).

The RVAS is one of over 300 astronomical societies that are members of the Astronomical League, a national organization that
promotes the science of astronomy. Membership in the Astronomical League requires an annual payment of $5.00 per RVAS member
plus a $10.00 club fee. Among the benefits to each RVAS member of membership in the Astronomical League are a subscription to its
quarterly Reflector magazine and access to the League’s astronomical programs, the completion of which provide recognition to RVAS
members for their increased knowledge and observing skills. Membership in the Astronomical League is normally the largest single
annual expense for the RVAS.

6 Ifthe organizétion has E:“a;pital stock issued and outstanding, state: (1) class or classes of the stock; (2) number and par value of the shares;
(3) consideration for which they were issued; and (4) if any dividends have been paid or whether your organization’s creating instrument
authorizes dividend payments on any class of capital stock.

NA

and the voting rights and privileges received. If any group or class of persons is required to join, describe the requirement and explain the
relationship between those members and members who join voluntarily. Submit copies of any membership solicitation material. Attach sample
copies of all types of membership certificates issued.

RVAS membership is open to all persons interested in its purposes who apply for membership and for the period of time for which they
pay the dues. There are no classes of membership insofar as rights, privileges and voting. Each member has one vote on all matters
brought before the membership for action. No membership certificates are issued. In accordance with the Bylaws, dues amounts may
be varied among Family, Individual and Student memberships, including reduced rates for senior families and senior individuals.

8 Explain.ﬁ.o-i'-v your organization's assets will be distributed on dissolution.

Our Bylaws provide that in the event of the dissolution of the Roanoke Valley Astronomical Society, its assets shall be distributed to
one or more organizations having tax exempt status within the meaning of Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) for educational
organizations or 501(c)(7) for similar astronomical organizations, or corresponding section(s) of any future federal tax code, and/or to
one or more public schools for an educational purpose.

Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018)
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Page 4

Part Il. Activities and Operational Information (continued)

9

"Has the organization made or ddés it plan to make any distribution of its property or surplus funds to shareholders or

members? . . . . GOEE e B BB L B B OB om OB OMO# 8 % 8 & WS 5 s W [J¥Yes
If “Yes," state the full details, mc[udlng (1) amounts or value; {2] source of funds or property distributed or to be distributed;
and (3) basis of, and authority for, distribution or planned distribution.

10

Does, or will, any p':'aﬂ of your organization's receipts represent payments for services performed or to be performed? . []Yes
If "Yes,” state in detail the amount received and the character of the services performed or to be performed.

-[ﬂ No

[v] No

11

Has the orgamzatlon made or does it plan to make, any payments to members or shareholders for services performed or
tobepedormed? . . = 4 b ow o B s oam o G B B B OE OE B OB OF OB P ¥ OB 8 w B & ¢ _lYes
If “Yes," state in detail the amount paid, the character of the services, and to whom the payments have been, or will be,

made.,

VI No

12

.1 =

Does the organization have any arrangement to provide insurance for members, their dependents, or others ({including
provisions for the payment of sick or death benefits, pensions, or annuities)? . . . . e W O® B © i s [ ¥es
If “Yes," describe and explain the arrangement’s eligibility rules and attach a sample copy of each plan document and each

type of policy issued.

V] No

Is the organization under the supervisory jurisdiction of any public regulatory body, such as a social welfare agency, etc.? [Jves
If “Yes,” submit copies of all administrative opinions or court decisions regarding this supervision, as well as copies of
applications or requests for the opinions or decisions,

14

Does the organization now lease or does it plan to lease any property? . . . R [1ves
If “Yes,” explain in detail. Include the amount of rent, a description of the property, and any relatfonshrp between the

applicant organization and the other party. Also, attach a copy of any rental or lease agreement. (If the organization is a

party, as a lessor, to multiple leases of rental real property under similar lease agreements, please attach a single

representative copy of the leases.)

[¥INo

[¥INo

15

Has the organization spent or does it Elan to spend any money attempting to influence the selection, nomination, election,
or appointment of any person to any federal, state, or local public office or to an office in a political organization? . . [¥es
If “Yes,” explain in detail and list the amounts spent or to be spent in each case.

No

16

Does the organization publish pamphlets, brochures, newsletters, journals, or similar printed material? . . . . . Yes
If “Yes,” attach a recent copy of each.

[ INo

Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018)
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Page O

Part lll. Financial Data (Must be completed by all applicants)

Complete the financial statements for the current year and for each of the 3 years immediately before it. If in exrsrence less than 4 years, complete the
statements for each year in existence. If in existence less than 1 year, also provide proposed budgets for the 2 years following the current year.

A. Statement of Revenue and Expenses

i (a) Current Tax Year| 3 Prior Tax Years or Proposed Budget for Next 2 Years
From 7-1-20
Beysoue To 33121 |® 63020 |@©@ 63019 @ 63018 | (o)Towl
1 Gross dues and assessments of members 533.75 1,769.95 1,190.45| 2,179.55 5,673.70
2 Gross contributions, gifts, etc. . 50.00 220.00| 200.00 100.00 570.00
3 Gross amounts derived from activities related to the
organization’s exempt purpose (attach schedule)
{Include related cost of sales on line 8.) 0.00| 0.00 _105.00 105.00 210.00
4 (Gross amounts from unrelated business activities (attach schedule) | 0.00, 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5 Gain from sale of assets, excluding inventory items :
(attach schedule) . 0.00[ 0.00] 0.00 0.00 0.00
6 Investment income (see instructions) . 71.42| 208.30] 146.98 17.21 443.91
7 Other revenue (attach schedule) 0.00 200.00 200.00 0.00 400.00
8 Total revenue (add lines 1 through 7) . 655.17 2,398.25 1,842.43 2,401.76 7,297.61
Expenses
9 Expenses attributable to activities related to the
organization's exempt purposes 358.41| 1,930.45| 1,724.39 1,004.02 5,017.27
10 Expenses attributable to unrelated business activities | 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
11 Contributions, gifts, grants, and similar amounts paid '
(attach schedule) 0.00 1,000.00 _0.00 0.00 1,000.00
12 Disbursements to or for the benefit of members (attach schedule) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 . ~_0.00
13 Compensation of officers, directars, and trustees (attach schedule) 0.00| 0.00 0.00 0.00 " 0.00
14 Other salaries and wages 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00] 0.00
15 Interest B 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
16 Occupancy i 0.00 0.00 0.00] 0.00 0.00
17 Depreciation and depletlon 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
18 Other expenses (attach schedule) . 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
19 Total expenses (add lines 9 through 18} . 358.41 2,930.45 1,724.39 1,004.02 6,017.27
20 Excess of revenue over expenses (line 8 minus
line 19) 296.76 (532.20) 118.04 1,397.74 1,280.34
B Balance Sheet (at the end of the period shown) -
Current Tax Year
Assets asof  3-31-21
1 Cash . 1 13,163.10
2 Accounts receivable, net 2 5 0.00
3 Inventories : : 3 0.00
4 Bonds and notes receivable (attac.h schedulc} | 4 [ 0.00
5 Corporate stocks (attach schedule) | 5 0.00
6 Mortgage loans (attach schedule) . 6 | 0.00
7 Other investments (attach schedule) . s 7 ~ 0.00
8 Depreciable and depletable assets (attach schedule} 8 | 0.00
9 Land : 9 0.00
10 Other assets (attach schedule) 10 |  3,827.50
11 Total assets . e din e Gwe A 11 16,990.60
Liabilities
12 Accounts payable : : 12 0.00
13 Contributions, gifts, grants, etc., pdyable |13 0.00
14 Mortgages and notes payable (attach schedule) 14 0.00
15 Other liabilities (attach schedule) 15 0.00
16 Total liabilities 5w e n Taonh w G GL B B B OB 16 0.00
Fund Balances or Net Assets B
17 Total fund balances or net assets . G g i oM 17 | 16,990.60
18 Total liabilities and fund balances or net assets (add line 16 and line 17) 18 | 16,990.60

If there has been any substantial change in any aspect of the organization’s financial activities since the end of the period shown above,

check the box and attach a detailed explanation

. »

[]

Form 1024 [Rev. 1-2018}
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Schedule D Organizations described in section 501(c)(7) (Social clubs)

1

Has the“o'rganization entered or does it plan to enter into any contract or agreement for the management or operation of
its property and/or activities, such as restaurants, pro shops, lodges, etc.? . . . . . . . . . . . . [Jves [ No

If “Yes," attach a copy of the contract or agreement. If one has not yet been drawn up, please explain the organization’s plans.

Does the organization seek or plan to seek public patronage of its facilities or activities by advertisement or otherwise? . []Yes [INo
If “Yes," attach sample copies of the advertisements or other requests.
If the organization plans to seek public patronage, please explain the plans.

Since the RVAS neither owns nor leases any real property, it possesses no physical facilities for which it seeks public patronage.
And it dos not regularly produce specific advertisements or other requests to attract public patronage. However, occasionally, when
astronomical events of particular significance to its members or the general public are anticipated, the RVAS will publicize activities
that it is conducting, independently or in coordination with other organizations. A sample of a press release for the August 21, 2017,
"Great American Solar Eclipse" viewing activity is among the attachments to this application.

Other than announcing on its website and other social media the dates of its monthly meetings and the meeting programs, and
weekend dates conducive for stargazing activities, the RVAS does not have any specific plans for seeking public patronage.

3a

7]

4a

Are nonmembers, other than guests of members, permitted or will they be permitted to use the club facilities or

participate in or attend any functions or activities conducted by the organizaton? . . . . . . . . . . . . [Yes [INo
If “Yes,” describe the functions or activities in which there has been or will be nonmember participation or admittance.

{Submit a copy of the house rules, if any.)

As stated in item 2 above, the RVAS neither owns nor leases any real property. However, in addition to invited guests of members,
nonmembers from the general public may attend, at no cost, RVAS monthly meetings and events such as the solar eclipse viewing,
also mentioned in item 2 above.

State the amount of nonmember income included in Part Il of the application, lines 3 and 4, column (a) | 0.00
[

Enter the percent of gross receipts from nonmembers for the use of club facilities . o | 0.0 %
I :

Enter the percent of gross receipts received from investment income and nonmember use of the club’s facilities . ' 10.9 %

Does the organization's charter, bylaws, other governing instrument, or any written policy statement of the organlzanon

contain any provision that provides for discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, or religion? . . . [TY¥es [¥INo

If “Yes,” state whether or not its provision will be kept.

NA

If the organization has such a provision that will be repealed, deleted, or otherwise stricken from its requirements, state

whenthiswiltbedone « o &« = & @ sw s ves a0 w5 & N R B s s W 8 8w oeE v we om0 o NA

If the organization formerly had such a requirement and it no longer applies, give the date it ceased toapply . . . . NA

If the organization restricts its membership to members of a particular religion, check here and attach the explanation

spacified INTRBIASTHICHONS « o o o oo o o seame e @ @ m m ® w wm w w5 & s ve e s m ge0 )

See reverse side for instructions

Form 1024 (Rev. 1-2018)



